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Concern over Alarming Rise in Incidents of
Sexual Violence against
Women and Girls in Bangladesh
Hamida Akhtar Begum

MNow-a-days it has been very painful to read
newspapers and open face-book as there are so many
shocking news of sexual violence against little girls
and women. Even a child as young as one year and a
woman as old as over sixty years of age are not

being spared by male perpetrators to

become wvictims of rape. Last
month, that is, in the month of
May, 2019 alone 182 rape

incidents including 13 ’
gang rape and &
murders after rape

were reported in the
national newspapers
(Daily Star, June 17,
2019).

While DBangladesh
has closed 72% of

its overall gender

gap (World Economic
Forum, 2018)
indicating wommen's
empowerment, and
surpassed  even  some

developed nations like the

USA, Italy and Singapore in

closing gender gap, why are women and

girls so frequently being victims of sexual
violence? This guestion haunts me like many of our
fellow citizens. Although tremendous dewvelopment
has happened in the education, employment and
income earning capacity of women in Bangladesh,
male domination still persists. Women are still less
valued than men in society. Subordination of women
folk is visible within and outside the household. Why
are women perceived as weaker sex and unequal in
status despite their educational attainments and
contribution to the country’s economy? Why

shouldn’t they have security of their own body? Is it
purely a matter of social attitudes and age-old values
attached to being female? Is it because women’s
position in power structure remained unchanged
despite attaining millennium goal of gender
cquality so  very remarkably?
Ultimately, who should be
blamed? Is it women, or men
or both?

The fact is, all men are

conceived and
developed in
mother’s womb and
are  brought up
primarily by
maother, In that case,

is it the failure on
the part of the
mothers to  make
their S0nS and

daughters learn about

being respectful to the

members of the opposite

sex and treat them equally?

Is it because the mothers

themselves share patriarchal values

like men and make themselves

subjugated to male supremacy in family and in society

at large? We have to think seriously about this matter.

We have to get at the root cause of persisting

supremacy of male folk which gets expressed in the
form of sexual violence against women.

In our society boys and girls leamn about sexuality
mostly informally through various forms of social
interactions. The behavior pattern of parents and other
members of the family are the primary socializing
agents through whom our boys and girls learn about
the relative status and position of men and women in




social power structure. If
discriminatory practices are
reflected in the behavior of
these socializing agents
(like father, mother or other
superiors) gender attitudes
will be shaped accordingly.
If a child is exposed to male
supremacy in  family
relationships and behavior
pattern, he or she is likely to
adopt that behavior pattern.
Gradually male supremacy
is likely to be predominant
in the covert behaviors like
beliefs, attitudes and values
regarding members  of
opposite sex. So, as parents,
neither the mother nor the
father can claim that she or
he is not responsible for her/his children’s attitudes
and values that underlie sexually violent behavior of
male children against their female counterparts. No
matter how males differ physiologically or
‘hormonally’ from females, it is expected of every
human being that every individual should learn to
have control over one’s sexual urge and behave
respectfully to the members of the opposite sex. This
is a part and parcel of moral and social values in
human civilization. The foundation of this learning is
laid in the childhood, and there lies the responsibility
of both mother and father to implant these values in
their children. The responsibility lies with other
socializing agents too, like other relatives in the
family and in later life with teachers, peer groups and
other associates. I am afraid we as parents, teachers
and other socializing agents are failing in our duty in
raising our children appropriately so as to make them
learn the basic values attached to the behavior of our
children towards the members of the opposite sex. If
my son rapes a girl, I am to be blamed definitely for
not being able to raise him with basic moral values.

So, we adults need to be self-critical and find ways
and means of presenting ourselves as models to our
children by upholding moral and social values through
our behavior rather than giving them advice. What |
am trying to emphasize is that if we have to find a way

- s AT oo

of improving the situation of gender violence, we
should be focusing on child rearing practices and
guidance related to gender relationships and morality
at home as well as in schools.

I will be failing in my duty if I do not mention the
State’s responsibility in providing security to women
and men. We have observed that promulgating laws
does not save women from having the burn of sexual
violence. Patriarchal culture dominates legal
safeguards of women. Under these circumstances, the
State must undertake active steps in providing security
to its citizens, particularly women and girls.
Responsibility lies with people engaged in
maintaining law and order situation and social justice.
Unfortunately, it is painful to observe that women and
girls often become victim of sexual assault by
policemen as well. Obviously, the question arises, are
we providing them proper training? Are we guarding
against malpractices of the people entrusted with
maintaining law and order situation? If not, how to
improve the situation? Unless the government and we,
as citizens, address loopholes of all of these aspects of
our social environment, it will not be possible to
combat sexual violence against women and girls
prevailing in our country.

Author : Pro-Vice Chancellor, IUBAT and

Former Professor of Psychology, University of Dhaka &
Hony, Treasurer of Human Development Foundation.
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3, (@ fusT oo EETo e e FE 5 49 sEee
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Starting a presentation

a5 [&Fm 7% =W, (ATETeEE G9RT G W
audience-9% WATAT $3 @ 4ite, SITE S Gi6 F9re
4@ | 1% wE «F 32 T 432 ey | fm W w0
FAAELF A = Hi-Hello, Good moming, Welcome to the
presentation, myself ** along with my friends Tom, Dick and
Harry, bluh bluh @4 T0# | 4&F (874 (T4, G774 8 HaZ
T | oFE 9% 93/4% WG Frem W aee e ane
fog Moty coverdee oo ot (W81 WEEIE Excited 02
(7Y \OFTEE W] TS AE-

3. Start with a story/Quotation: €961 & 4@ =2 (=1,
we g e ape, e B gww wm wnsr
CEIGTEETE (4 Rt AteE (ietAl few 4¥ ©nEreng WA
WE | FEE ZE WS WA N WS w6 |
wre o B 2 o T W e W Ui | 18 Haay
WB51 *F AT (ATETOHH ¥F F9 | W99 ¥ Quotation-8
WS (A W W, quotation WS Inspirational €%
Motivational %% | ©18, (=ewse Ffds axb e
guotation fATH & Fa08 «ital |

2. You Know What: 901 Z[A] (HTETOTAY WF(E3
TLAATS ST 9F61 NGWE w9 T, Slide @ 7
@51 e Tl audience 79 &% FAH- “You know what?’
aB1 CeiE e i WeE et e weenend am ane,
e ANY ANY (HTECo=E A Solid point BT T
(LA | BIELE AA1E (BIH[E FY GWIS AW FAA |

©. Number/Audience Engagement: {57 (STECO*W &F
FA1 WLASHT TG AHME | Slide @ IE ST G151 AT Fed
fATe | IR, w535 Tt | O Audience (79 &%




FALE AA-"Did you know? Y AUE Audience WA WA
1A WAL G0 F1¢° wA wiE (SE e WA o
HGLT SCAS A |

Audience 079 T GICHW GF61 T FA0S AT | @IW B
% FATE AA- "How many of you knew this topic? please
Raise your hand!" SEF (AYTE SGIHE EE TolE, (FE
W 0L | T F0E AT GFF TGHIE T G (S
Wt F7is WA (A0% 4R |

Trigad ¥ee-wmE Ry @e g9aE @3B cerehEn
fwrafe® ‘Mobile Phone Company’ <% B4d | S THE
Market Share T 91 99103 | w131 5130573 ~Afevmeys wgdt
«FB1 Pie Chart ¢ 04 (F910E ARTS! Samsung **%, Nokia
#%G,  iPhone **%, Others **%. %5 /1 =¥ ©&F
Audience (74 2n% e weF rafes o (9 PR EEE 0,
Samsung FEEE, Nokia FEE, iPhone FEEH | Audience
19 WNE (ATRTH e Overall Market Share | €9 %05
Audience interaction-47 WHTH SAaE WwE WA
41 e TrfeE |

w18, (eireRen % A1 G351 Interesting way (S IS
Audience ¥ % T0H (o4 &fE = qATnd 7 |

Ending of a presentation

G0 (HrEThE ey Wie el arerae @ g
e i fine itie wwEt AT qIE0S €S |
wds e 93F 0 9Y | Audience S9N G (*rH
FETE] T @M T T, TR SETE! (SRR A w0y
| W FIETE Audience R o9 | EF oiten wodre
WS GG | ST WS (T8 WeeG1e AFB! Interesting
way (8 (7% TF40E TF |

ofi & et <4812 o el cererhes 435 word W o8
Y7 (0] WAI-'Thank You | 3 C(SMWE (HUSCE6!
‘Thank you' & &7 (W AT O T4 IW wEE
Audience WtFE @ WA TTE | Q4 wiEsa] w2 8 F
Interesting way TATE (SIE (ATETHHR (19 FA0S AT |

3. Powerful Question: Audience (& BTarT G951 Powerful
question WTY (48 FAE ANA, 4F FA (19 LEUT A9
HA1E (ST HrEe e Fw oers o9

3. The grand reveal: 93561 SEAl IS 407 F S99
ST Plot twist U0, (F& JAITSZ AT 1 SR
TE | ot (e wieer fefett Reveal T W ceuf
CEIATAE (HTETD=AETE (7 way-(B8 Present FE! | (4TE
i @261 wivw we | 3fE e W w4iE R
ceufe cora cerenBeae F2E wigy Mo e

@, Call to action: Call to action ZET (ETETE*wE (409 fA0w
I (AN-Audience (2 B F41 Bfow | @251 ceverbes
AEE (ElA WE*E GF0] Reason YUITE | (HUETGAE
T g waiEte @ GG wEiTe 9 @RS e G5t
T 4w o Bee, 9 @REE I we e
(HTELD*TAE (<H |

Transition of a presentation

woE T @@ e W2 W (without self
presentation) | FITY w/8fe¢ A S1@a @M Team Member
ATF | GFEE (HATGUTHA (AUE % WERnE (HUEreeH
fATS W | 9% (T Team member (A =1 TEH, GHOILS
9 51 “Transition’ | 9% Se<BE wrEE FUHN oA WY |
AT B B TG AYNA TS A7 G923 Tl 49
TSR AN SoAmerEt ey wiemse 5

5. Speaker Transition: WA 8 TN WE (WE (@R
erehe e, sraaem 49 Wi Wit erendee e |
EIELE CETANAE WA Pace € %01 Clash (7% 1% | ©F
FEHATE (58] T AMTS THE Pace £ GF6] ANGHTS! 4105 |
T High pace ¢ (9 $90# BE0e High pace W94l Low
pace ¢ (49 T4 BE low pace & (8 FET |

presentation '{é"'ﬁ C*% FT7 [FTHE 0T ‘That's my part and now
1 would like to invite my team member X' 9T% Audience ¥
©q BF FUEAE T8 Team € TG AW, SE WEMA
WEW team. [FE TR @RITE TE @ ST £F3 Team
UERN Rl LR D IER A (e 5] i eE RUE R R [
BITE (EE WG | ANY ALY (3 AEE TEA (40 v S |
- (o T ‘Now you finally understand why this
class is so useful” #TAHEH J0H WF FFH "So, You must be
wondering why this class is so useful, right? @FF 40
R (A R WE TR S TG SIS B0 O s 1ol
EEFAS ] | (B YRITE ST T WHAHE QA @Bt
Transition ECATE | ©1% AT (58 FE1 WELTE WH] 1eq=
Transition BT (59 99 Smooth ZF |

3. Emergency Transition: T7 9 (SWE @50 team
member (ETSCD=R SIS W99l ‘Question & Answer’
=T Twm fWrw 1908 ®9, Nervousness 91 (1A T e,
AT T | R BRI, €T st i Rl AR
o7 | 9% WY 95 wransition 99 LETER Y0E | GBS T
7Y ‘Emergency Transition' @T%E B @6 Fare #ita,
(BT T AUAE CUTE 0 (Y CSE "And to add to
that’ 37# i3 Sy (U0 2141 | OT% GFES Team member
g weakness 51 Recover ¥19 overall team & performance
Bt g =it 1%
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fefea (AITE 516 91 W=7 (1418 Shift TACE B | GBS 29
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Close w41, fs 1 w1 @W W on ¥ W=
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Ay Y 7 e SR @ fEFEEEh 41 = Ay g9
FE FALS AT | AT [F-E T ‘Al +Tab' (BT 40
374 BETEIGTH! AT B WIHE, (AW (4% 44 Smoothly
4% window (4TF WIAF window CF Shift ¥=1 TF | (55104)
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